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WASHINGTON — Wash-
ington is in turmoil over the
latest top-level leak of secret
documents — a turmoil rival-
ing that of the
Pentagon pa-
pers : last
June.

This  time
the columnist,
Jack Ander-

”EWB son, heir to

“ RNAL‘I’SES the mantle of

Drew Pearson, has obtained
a bevy of secret dcuments on
the India-Pakistan war high-

ly embarrassing to the Nixon -

Administration.

Those' ‘documents are not
years old, as were the Penta-

gon - papers. They are a
month old — current events,

THEY ARE not guesses by
low-level officials about what
happened at higher levels in
creating the Vietnam war,
They are actual records of
top-level meetings under aus-
pices of the National Securx-

_ty Council.

- For the second time in just
-a few weeks, Heny Kissinger
— the President’s top nation-
al security adviser — has
_;found remarks he meant to
be sécret plastered all over
the nation’s front pages, with
his name attached.

A few weeks ago he found
himself ecxposed as
;pource of a White House

o f‘leak" that President Nixon
might cancel a summit meet-

ing to the Soviet Union 'in

anger over Soviet support of
India. .

Now he finds himself quot-
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the .

ed as secretly telling top offi-
cials that President Nixon
wanted to “tilt” in favor of
Pakistan — while the admin-
istration was publicly claim-
ing neutrality. .

KISSINGER must tremble
nowadays every time he
picks up a newspaper, won-
dering what he'll be reading
about himself next.

People around the country
must be wondering whaz's
happening in Washington ~
and why?

They must be asking them-
selves: Can’t anything be
-kept secret in Washington
anymore?

What happened, essentiale
,ly, was this:
¢ President Nixon decided
on his own that he wanted to
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present a “pro-Pakistan”
image in the India-Pakistan
confrontation.

But, as the Anderson pa-
pers show clearly, he never
took the trouble to explain
his reasoning to the bureau-
cracy. ’

AS NEARLY as can be as-
_certained, he made no effort
to try to “sell” his case to
‘the men who would have to
execute the policies.

State Department policy-
makers found themselves re-
ceiving White House orders

to carry out policies in which
they did not believe.

From the beginning, most
of the State Department ex-
perts were pro-Indian in the
dispute. They believed the
U.S. should have taken
strong steps to censure Paki-
stan for repressive attacks in
East Pakistan beginning last
March.

When men in Washington
are asked o execute policies
in which they do not believe
— and particularly when no

.effort is made to convert

them — leaks to the press, as
a way of fighting back, are
almost inevitable,

NEWS OF what is said in
secret meetings becomes a
weapon that the bureaucracy
can use to fight back.

What happened with the
Anderson papers was that
someone at a very high' level
of the government got fed up
with Nixon or Kissinger —
or both — and decided to
blow the whistle,

The papers  apparently
were leaked to embarrass
Kissinger and Nixon — and
to expose differences bde-
tween what was said public-
ly, and what was said pri-
vately, in the early stages of
the war.

A fascinating aspect of the
situation now is the govern-
ment’s obvious lack of ardor
in pursuing an investigation
of the Anderson leaks.

There is. every possibility
that the Nixon Administra-
tion either knows who did it
already, and doesn’t want to
pursue the matter publicly —
or that it simply doesn't
want to know for fear of em-
barrassment.

-ANDERSCN HAS sald that
"lf the sources were _identi-
fied, it would embarrass the
administration more than it
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would me. It would make a
very funny story.” .

That is probably true, -

It is one thing to indict a
Daniel Elisberg, in the Penta-
gon papers case, who is an
outcpoken foe of the admin.
istration, and who has admit-
ted responsibility for getting
the Pentagon papers into
print. -

It is quite another to take
on a top level, dissident offi-
cial in your own official fam-
ily and run the risk that he'll
get angry and spill still more
secrets on sensitive matters.

Justice Department offi-
clals say the ‘“national secu-
rity” has not been threatened
by the Anderson leaks, as it.
was by publication of the
Pentagon papers.

THAT 15 like saying that
classified records of policy-
making meetings held under
auspices of the National Se-
curity Council aren’t likely to
involve the “national securi-
ty ”

In fact, leaks at that level
— on current mattérs -—
could jeopardize the “nation-
al cecurity” overnight. -

The idea that practically.
no meeting can be held in se-
cret in ‘Washington must be
giving Kissinger and Nixon
slecgyless nights.
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